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Hospital staff
issues raised
in Parliament
ANSWERS are being called for
after it emerged there are not
enough staff at Milton Keynes
Hospital.

The issue was raised yesterday
in Parliament by city MP Iain
Stewart and Shadow Health
Secretary Andy Burnham.

The low staffing levels came to
light after the Care Quality
Commission (CQC) released a
report on its latest inspection of
the hospital, which took place in
August last year.

It found ‘there were not enough
qualified, skilled and experi-
enced staff to meet people’s
needs’ and cited instances where
staff took a long time to answer
call bells. It said that call bells,
tables, drinks and warm clothing
were out of the reach of patients
with dementia and ‘challenging
behaviour’.

The hospital has said it is
reviewing staffing levels and
already has an action plan in
place.

But Mr Stewart, MP for Milton
Keynes South, said: “The CQC’s
findings are concerning,
especially at a time when more
resources are going into the NHS
locally and the number of
clinical staff is increasing.

“As a matter of urgency I am
raising this with the hospital’s
managers to find out what steps
they are taking to address the
shortcomings identified by the
CQC.”

He raised the issue in Health
Questions in Parliament yester-
day, along with Mr Burnham.

Milton Keynes Hospital has
apologised for the findings in
the report.

Lisa Knight, director of patient
care and chief nurse at Milton
Keynes Hospital, said: “The hos-
pital is reviewing its staffing lev-
els to ensure that every ward has
the right number of doctors and
nurses with the right skills to
safely care for their patients and
that all patients’ needs are met.”

Man dies after
assault in city
A MAN has died after an assault in
the city centre in the early hours of
Sunday.

Joseph Kent, aged 24, died early yes-
terday evening at Milton Keynes
Hospital where he was being treated
for critical injuries.

Mr Kent, a tattoo artist and a drum-
mer in a local band, was a newlywed
who had married in August.

Friends and wellwishers were last
night rushing to pay tribute to Mr
Kent on his Facebook page.

Police are still investigating the
incident on Sunday morning, outside
Xscape on Avebury Boulevard, in
which two other men, aged 22 and 25,
were also assaulted but later released
from hospital. They have called for
more witnesses to come forward.
Three men appeared in court yester-
day in connection with the incident.

Chief Inspector Gill Wootton, sen-

ior investigating officer, said: “Our
thoughts are with the family of the
victim at this difficult time.

“In light of the tragic death of the
victim, we will be reviewing the
charges after examination of the
results of the post mortem and medi-
cal evidence, in conjunction with the
Crown Prosecution Service.

“Police continue to investigate this
incident and we would urge anyone
who has information or concerns rel-
evant to the inquiry to call us.”

The three men have each been
charged with one count of GBH and
two counts of ABH.

Samir Bostan, 25, of Gurnards
Avenue, Fishermead, Hamza Noor,
22, of Ranelagh Road, Wembley,
Middlesex, and Tariq Bostan, 26, of
Wolston Meadow, Middleton, all
appeared at Milton Keynes
Magistrates’ Court yesterday.

They have been remanded in cus-
tody and will appear at Aylesbury
Crown Court on January 22.

BY ADAM GRINSELL
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

THESE two men
will spend a total
of 70 years
behind bars after
the execution-
style murders of
two teenagers in
Fishermead in
2011. Read the
full story inside
on pages 18-21

Murderer: Sharmake
Abdulkadir will serve
32 years in jail

Murderer: Fuad Awale will serve 38 years in jail

Joseph Kent
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Shopper numbers up
VISITOR numbers to Midsummer
Place Shopping Centre
increased last year from
17.275million to 17.5million
people – the largest footfall the
centre has seen since it opened.
Figures released yesterday
showed early sales had an
effect, with 200,000 more visi-
tors in November compared to
the year before, and revealed a
dramatic surge in the two
weeks before Christmas Day, up
10.04 per cent for the week
beginning December 10.

Gift wrappers’ delight
THE Advantage Africa fundrais-
ing gift-wrapping scheme has
this year raised £7,000. The
money, raised by volunteers
who wrapped shoppers’
presents in Midsummer Place,
will go to helping people
disadvantaged by poverty,
disability and HIV in Africa. The
scheme last year raised enough
to provide 3,000 families with
malaria nets and feed 30,000
vulnerable children.

MKNEWSBRIEFS

NEW figures released to MK
NEWS show an improvement in
the number of burglaries during
December.

Between April 2012 and January
there have been 610 burglaries in
the city compared with 600 in the
same period the previous year – a
rise of 1.66 per cent.

The figure was revealed after

this paper last week reported bur-
glaries were up 14 per cent for the
period April to November 2012,
with 532 recorded as opposed to
466 for the same period in 2011.

Thames Valley Police has been
carrying out a specific operation
to target burglaries since the
clocks went back in October,
called Operation Dark Night.

Burglary numbers
show improvement

MUSIC store HMV is to appoint
an administrator, throwing the
future of its city centre outlet
into doubt.

The 91-year-old entertainment
chain has a large store in the city,
based in thecentre:mk, and
yesterday as MK NEWS went to
press the staff there were waiting
to hear more news on its future.

The company’s board released a
statement late on Monday to say it
intended to appoint administra-
tors. They will keep stores run-
ning while assessing prospects
for the business.

To read about the closure of all
Jessops camera stores across the
UK, including two in Milton
Keynes, see page 13.

HMV is to appoint administrators

THE city’s hospital last week fit-
ted its first advanced heart
device – and the patient is now
feeling ‘on top of the world’.

Tim Percival, 74, was suffering
from heart failure and was cho-
sen as the first Milton Keynes
Hospital patient to receive a bi-
ventricular defibrillator which
helps keep the heart beat bal-
anced. In the past patients have
needed to travel to Oxford.

Tim, who had surgery last
Monday, said: “I couldn’t walk
from the wheelchair to the bed.
I’d be gasping for air. I couldn’t
lay down and had to sit in a chair
to sleep.

“It was touch and go. At one

point I’d been given a five to 20
per cent chance to live.

“I feel good now – in fact I feel
on top of the world at the
moment. It’s wonderful.”

Milton Keynes Hospital
decided to start the procedures
almost a year ago and since then
staff have been busy preparing,
learning to use the new equip-
ment and training for the change.

The device was installed by
cardiology consultant Raj
Khiani, who has previously fitted
them for Oxford’s John Radcliffe
Hospital.

With the service now up-and-
running, Milton Keynes Hospital
expects to be giving 60 patients
bi-ventricular defibrillators each
year.

Dr Khiani said: “These devices

can prolong life, and also
improve quality of life. We are
really pleased that we’ll now be
able to help patients locally.

“It has been a real step up in the
skills of our nursing staff –
they’ve had more advanced
training, a stronger skill mix and
more experience. The team did
exceptionally well.

“It’s good for patients, it’s good
for the team and its good for the
hospital.”

Tim was full of praise for both
Dr Khiani, who he called ‘the
king pin’, and the ‘fantastic’ staff.

He said: “They deserve a medal
for all they do – I can’t press
home enough how fantastic
they’ve been.

“This is the best hospital I’ve
been to.”

First patient receives
special heart device
BY ADAM GRINSELL
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

I heart MK Hospital: Patient Tim Percival, centre front, with the cardiology team after his operation
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Council signs £32m transfer
AN ‘HISTORIC occasion’ for the
city was marked on Monday
after the official transfer of
£32million in land and property
to Milton Keynes Council.

The authority will now take
over the management of the
former Homes and Community
Agency (HCA) land and proper-
ty, which includes making all
planning decisions.

This will be the first time in
the city’s history that the local
council has had full planning
control over all land in the area,
as previously there has always
been some land owned and
managed by government
agencies.

The official handover was
marked by a ceremony held last
Friday on a site in South Second

Street, Central Milton Keynes –
one of the parcels of land being
transferred across to the
council.

Council leader Andrew Geary
said: “It’s no exaggeration to say
that this is an historic occasion,
not just for the council but for
the whole of Milton Keynes.

“This is truly localism in
action.”

New police appeal after crash
A NEW appeal for witnesses is
being made after a driver was
seriously injured in a crash
last month.

At about 1.45pm on Friday,
December 21, a silver Ford
Transit van and a silver
Vauxhall Astra collided on the
H4 Dansteed Way, at the
junction with Capel Drive
in Downs Barn.

The driver of the Astra, a

61-year-old man, suffered
serious chest injuries and has
only just been discharged from
the John Radcliffe Hospital in
Oxford.

Police are keen to speak to a
lady called ‘Julie’ who assisted
the driver at the scene.

PC Ian Leyland, investigating,
said: “The driver was pleased
that in his time of need he was
looked after by ordinary mem-

bers of the public who stopped
and did what they could.

“He would like to thank
everyone that helped.

“We already have the details
of a male motorist but we’d also
like to speak to the lady we
believe is called Julie. If she can
contact me via the Police
Enquiry Centre on 101 and
leave a message, then I will get
in touch.”

A PITCH invader who bared his
backside in front of visiting
football supporters at stadium-
mk has been banned from the
home of MK Dons for three
years.

Yousef Ayub, 23, ran onto the
pitch from the East Stand after
Karl Robinson’s side had beaten
Carlisle United 2-0 in September.
He made a beeline for the
travelling fans who were housed
in the North Stand behind the
goal.

On Thursday Milton Keynes
Magistrates’ Court was told that
Ayub made obscene gestures
with his hands, before lowering
his trousers in a ‘mooning’
gesture.

He then made more gestures
before heading towards the
tunnel where he sat down,
allowing stewards to detain him.
Ayub, of Angus Drive, Bletchley,
was later arrested.

The court was told that the
attendance for the League One
fixture was 7,227, with 381 of
those supporting the visitors.

Members of the Carlisle
support reported the incident to
PC Jimmy O’Brien, a Football
Liaison Officer who was at the
match, with some complaining
that their children had seen what
had happened.

Ayub’s solicitor Mr Price
described the pitch invasion as
‘moronic’ and called it an act of
‘complete and utter stupidity’.

“He went to the game not to
cause a scene but to watch a
football match, which he did,”
said Mr Price.

“He was with his friends and
there was some egging on, and
someone said: ‘I bet you won’t go
on and taunt the away fans’.

“In the end he decided to do

that. It was rather bizarre and
very stupid.”

Ayub received a football ban-
ning order which prohibits him
from attending stadiummk
three hours before and three

hours after a home game, and
when Dons play away he cannot
travel to the town or city where
they are playing.

In addition to the ban he was
also fined £85.

BY DAN PALMER
dan.palmer@mk-news.co.uk

‘Moronic’ pitch
invader gets ban

‘Moronic’: Yousef Ayub on the stadiummk pitch after the Carlisle game
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DO YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE with the
stories in the paper or have you a
view on an MK subject you want
heard?

Letters must arrive by noon on
Monday, include your full name and
address and should be kept short, to
the point and may be edited.

THE RECYCLED PAPER CONTENT OF UK
NEWSPAPERS IN 2011 WAS 78.9 PER CENT

The environment is important to us.
MK NEWS is printed on paper
produced from environmentally
managed forests.
Please recycle
this newspaper

TELL US YOUR VIEWS WWW.MK-NEWS.CO.UK
OUR website is updated daily
with all the latest news, views,
sport and leisure log on to:

www.mk-news.co.uk

An w-edition of our paper is also
available online

Parking charge rises
are ‘very modest’
SIR – Your report on young people
opposing any reduction in their
subsidised bus fares (MK NEWS,
January 9) illustrates how keen
the council is for comments on
any aspect of the draft budget for
the year ahead.

We all need to work together to
deliver the best range of services,
despite tight financial con-
straints. We have proposed a wide
range of efficiencies, to deliver the
same services for less cost. Even
after these efficiencies, and with a
proposed 1.95 per cent council tax
rise, there will not be enough
money for all the services the
council has previously provided.
So with regret, some services will
need to be trimmed and/or some
prices will have to go up. Our pro-
posals attempt to spread this bur-
den as thinly and fairly as we can.

The proposed budget involves
spending all available money on
local services. So if your readers
believe that one group of people
should have more spent on them
than is being proposed, please tell
us, and please tell us how you’d
find this extra money: what other
services would you cut back, or
what prices would you increase?

We are proud of our proposals to
invest some £50million-plus
improving highways and redways.
We hope all motorists will agree
that an extra 10p (standard) or
20p (premium) per hour for CMK
parking is a very modest contri-
bution to this programme.
Councillor John Bint
Transport and Highways

Thanks for generous
donations to appeal
SIR – May I thank everyone who
contributed to the Christ the
Cornerstone Christmas Appeal.

Our target was £3,000. In fact we
have raised £5,816 due to the gen-
erosity of the people of our city.

This will be divided between
Open Door, who work with the
homeless in Milton Keynes, the
YMCA, which helps young people,
CAFOD’s clean water and sanita-
tion projects in Africa and the
Redway School on Netherfield,
whose pupils have a range of
learning difficulties.

We also trebled our Christmas
donation to the Food Bank.
Sam Crooks
Sent by e-mail

Spend parking money
repairing the potholes
SIR – I see the council made £6.5
million from parking fees.

It’s a pity it doesn’t use that cash
to repair potholes in the roads.

I reported some very large pot-
holes at the beginning of this
month and received an email

saying they would be scheduled
for repair. Thus far nothing has
been done.

I note that after a recent court
case in Coventry it was deemed
that councils are responsible for
the cost of repairs to vehicles if
the damage is caused by potholes.
William Grist
Great Holm

Rise in burglaries
comes as no surprise
SIR – Those of us of a certain age
will not be surprised to hear
about the rise in burglaries in
Milton Keynes (MK NEWS,
January 9).

The Margaret Thatcher-inspired
recession of the 1980s and the
John Major-inspired recession of
the 1990s were also characterised
by a rise in burglaries. So it is not
surprising that the Cameron/
Clegg-recession also features a
rise in burglaries.

What is most alarming is that
the coalition government, at a
time of rising crime, plans to get
rid of 20,000 police jobs over the
next few years and privatise many
of the jobs previously done by
workers in the police service.

After the Olympic Games fiasco
one is not reassured at the pros-
pect of G4S, or another profit-
driven company, taking over
some of this vital police work.

As we stand on the brink of a
triple dip recession I fear that the
only growth that people in Milton
Keynes will see over the next few
years is in the sale of burglar
alarms and in the length of the
queues at food banks.
Dave Brunwin
Stony Stratford

We need all our roads
open in Milton Keynes
SIR – I read with interest the arti-
cle about the moving of market
stalls (MK NEWS, January 9).

My first reaction to Primark at
CMK was and is ‘oh no, not anoth-
er clothes shop’. Then to want to
take away our bridge/road to
accommodate it and change the
market location as well is a bit
much.

If they feel the need to open
another clothes shop then use
existing sites like Sainsbury’s or
the soon-to-be-empty Waitrose.

Or they could also apply to build
on the old Frosts Garden Centre.

It was an inconvenience when
the fire shut the Secklow Gate
bridge off and you had to drive
the long way round to get to the
other side. And the increase in
traffic was substantial.

Our road structure was meant to
maintain a constant flow of vehi-
cles from whatever direction you
were travelling to or from.
Joan Warren
Oldbrook

Rotary Club Santa
Tour raises £5,845
SIR – Wolverton and Stony
Stratford Rotary Club would like
to say a big thanks to everyone
who gave so generously to our
Santa Tour which raised £5,845 in
just 15 days. This will be distrib-
uted to local charities and volun-
tary organisations.

Special thanks also go to all
those who helped our members
with the collections and to the

management and staff of Budgens
in Stony Stratford, Sainsbury’s in
Central Milton Keynes and Tesco
in Wolverton for allowing us to
collect at their stores.
Marcus Rixon
Wolverton & Stony Stratford Rotary

Jon Brett has hit
the nail on the head
SIR – Jon Brett’s column (MK
NEWS, January 9), hit the nail
on the head.

When Milton Keynes was devel-
oped the architects had an out-
standing vision of a new town.

Nearly half a century on we can
see how Milton Keynes has pros-
pered and grown. We can thank
the foresight of those early archi-
tects and town planners for not
only the quality of the buildings
but also for setting out the infra-
structure, the grid roads, parks,
open spaces, green corridors,
underpasses, redways and so on.
The problem is, as Jon Brett points
out, since the mid-80s there have
been some appalling planning
decisions, such as, ‘the eyesore
that is The Hub’.

Unfortunately this lack of real
vision continues with respect to
the proposals for the new Primark
store in the city centre.

Is it not time someone stood up
and said ‘enough is enough’?

By all means, let’s have new
buildings but let them be
consistent with the original core
vision of the town and cityscape,
rather than something that
proposes to destroy and under-
mine the landscape and arteries
of the town.
David Chandler
Sent by e-mail

This atmospheric snow scene in Campbell Park was snapped by Dino Vescera during a walk on Monday. Send
your pictures to www.mk-news.co.uk. We’d love to share them online. And we’ll publish the best in the paper.
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Bras off for charity
HUNDREDS of bras were col-
lected in the name of charity on
Saturday. Staff from Energie
Fitness for Women in Newport
Pagnell collected the old and
unwanted bras from women in
Midsummer Place Shopping
Centre, to help raise money for
the Teenage Cancer Trust. For
information on the trust see
www.teenagecancertrust.org.

Top teacher’s visit
ONE of Britain’s highest profile
headteachers will be giving a
talk at an open-to-all evening
event on Thursday, January 22.
Dr Martin Stephen, the chair-
man of the Headmasters and
Headmistress Conference in
2004 and former headteacher
at The Manchester Grammar
School will be talking at The
Webber Independent School in
Stantonbury on ‘Identifying and
Teaching the Gifted Child’.
Attendance is free, to register
e-mail l.weaving@wis.
gemsedu.co.uk.

MKNEWSBRIEFS

NEW TV licence figures released
this week show that 31 house-
holds in Milton Keynes still
watch TV in black and white.

The official statistics show that
as well as 31 in MK, there are still
over 13,000 black and white
licence owners in the UK.

Experts said that the most
likely reason for owning one was

down to economics. A black and
white licence costs £49, while a
full colour licence costs £145.

Television sets have now been
available in colour for 46 years.

Do you still watch black and
white telly or do you know
someone who does? If you do,
we’d like to hear from you at
editor@mk-news.co.uk.

Black and white just
fine for 31 TV viewers

THE number of drink drivers in
Milton Keynes has fallen over
Christmas – although the city still
has the highest figures in the
Thames Valley police area.

Figures released by police show
that 38 people were arrested for
drink-driving in MK during
December.

Despite being the highest – the

next was Reading with 36 – the
figures are down on last year
when 46 people were arrested.

Police have said this is due to a
concerted campaign targeting
those who drink, and then drive
the following morning.

Just over nine per cent of those
arrested were driving the morn-
ing after a night out.

Festive drink-driving is down

MORE police officers in Milton
Keynes will be equipped with
Taser stun guns.

Thames Valley Police says that
the number of officers trained to
use Tasers across the force will
increase by 280 to 485.

This equates to a rise from 4.9
per cent of officers to 11 per cent.
In Milton Keynes an additional
20 officers will carry Tasers.

The officers will be trained in
the use of the electronic stun
guns and will carry them per-
manently while on the beat.

In 2012 there were 986 inci-
dents of Tasers being authorised
across the Thames Valley area,

but they were used on just 16
occasions.

Assistant Chief Constable John
Campbell, who is responsible for
tactical support, said: “Over the
past three years we have seen a
rise in the number of incidents
firearms officers with Tasers
attend to provide support to
unarmed colleagues.

“These are incidents where
officers are faced with someone
who is threatening violence or
has the potential to cause
significant harm to officers or
members of the public.

“On many occasions the
offender will be believed to be
carrying weapons.

“We tend to find that when
coming up against a violent

person, the presence of a Taser
deters them from causing any
more problems.”

In 2010-11 there were 178
recorded assaults on Thames
Valley police officers, but that
figure rose to 246 the following
year, an increase of 38 per cent.

Asst Chief Constable Campbell
says this was one of the key rea-
sons for the new policy.

“We have experienced a rise in
the number of assaults on
officers and staff,” he said.

“This move will provide fur-
ther protection to our officers.”

Prior to this change of policy,
Thames Valley was one of just
five forces in England and Wales
that only permitted firearms
officers to carry Tasers.

20 extra police to
get Tasers in MK

BY JAMES AVERILL
editor@mk-news.co.uk

Stun gun: An additional 20 officers in Milton Keynes will carry Taser electronic stun guns on the beat
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MKNEWSBRIEFS

Manning trial to start
THE trial of the man accused of
the murder of Rachel Manning
in December 2000 is set to
begin fully on Monday. The jury
for the trial of Shahidul Ahmed
was sworn in at Luton Crown
Court yesterday, and prosecu-
tion counsel is set to begin
today. The court is then expect-
ed to adjourn until Monday. Mr
Ahmed denies murder.

Bag snatched
A WOMAN was robbed on
Avebury Boulevard in CMK at
6.54pm last Wednesday. A man
demanded her bag and threat-
ened to punch her. The offender
is black, 5ft 8in, slim, clean
shaven with short black hair, in
his early to mid-20s. Anyone
with information should call 101.

A HUGE National Lottery prize
of more than a quarter of a mil-
lion pounds has yet to be
claimed by a lucky MK winner.

The winning ticket, bought in
the city, scooped the £264,317
prize in the draw on Saturday,
December 29. But the winner has
not yet come forward to claim
their prize.

The numbers on that day were
6, 8, 31, 37, 40, 48, and the bonus
ball was 36.

The search is now on to find the
owner of the winning ticket, who
matched five numbers and the

bonus ball, and who has until
June 27 to claim their prize.

National Lottery players are
being urged to check and dou-
ble-check their tickets for the
chance to claim this life-chang-
ing prize.

A National Lottery spokesman
said: “Try checking in the pock-
ets of clothing, in wallets, bags
and down the back of the sofa –
someone out there could literally
be sitting on a fortune.

“We have the champagne on
ice and our fingers crossed that
the lucky winner comes forward
to claim their win.”

If unclaimed, the prize money
will go to The National Lottery

Good Causes, adding to the
£29billion already raised
through sales of lottery tickets
since The National Lottery
launched in November 1994.

To jog Lotto players’ memories,
He Ain’t Heavy He’s My Brother
by The Justice Collective topped
the UK singles chart at the time,
while Emeli Sande was at the top
of the album charts with Our
Version of Events.

Football fans may remember
that MK Dons were in action on
December 29 against Coventry
City, losing 3-2.

If you think you are the winner,
make sure to call 0845 910 0000
before the June deadline.

£264k lottery win
unclaimed in MK
BY ADAM GRINSELL
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

A MAN was yesterday convicted
of raping a woman in her home.

David Billington, 21, of Angel
Close, Pennyland, was convicted
of two counts of rape, two counts
of sexual assault and one count of
ABH following a trial at
Amersham Crown Court.

On July 1 Billington entered a
property in the Bradville area

while a woman in her 50s was
asleep. He then subjected her to a
physical and sexual assault.

Investigating officer DS Luke
Grove from Milton Keynes CID
said: “This was a nasty and
sustained attack on a woman in
her own home.”

Billington will be sentenced on
Friday, February 22.

Man raped woman in her home

THAMES Valley Police are on a
hunt for thieves who stole catalyt-
ic converters from four cars in
Milton Keynes at the weekend.

The converters are found under-
neath the car and control the
vehicle’s exhaust emissions.

Converters were stolen from two

cars in Summerhay in Great
Linford, and vehicles in Alverton,
Great Linford and Mercers Drive,
Bradville.

There have been a series of these
thefts thanks to the high price of
metal, and police are urging driv-
ers to keep their converters safe.

Police hunt car metal thieves

Daniel McLaren who spent six months
in Zimbabwe as a volunteer worker.
And, inset, working with young people
in the country

A STUDENT from Whaddon has spent six
months in Zimbabwe helping with a range
of causes.

Daniel McLaren, 25, helped some of the
world’s poorest people, including making a
presentation on HIV to an audience of
more than 3,000.

Daniel said: “We were at a cultural festi-
val, and we negotiated to talk about HIV
which is a big issue in Zimbabwe.

“The presentation went really well, and
people who watched it said that it really
changed their views towards people who
live with the condition.”

Fourteen per cent of Zimbabwe’s
population suffer with the disease, and it
is a large contributing factor to one-in-four
children aged under 18 being orphans.

During the presentation, Daniel and his
fellow volunteers urged locals to be tested
and look after their sexual health.

“Often those who have HIV are
ostracised within the community,”
said Daniel.

“But we had people say that from now
on they would sympathise with them and
treat them better. They said we shouldn’t
stop what we are doing because it would
make a difference.”

The experience has helped shape his
future plans, and he is now heading to
Cape Town, South Africa, to start a
Masters Degree in Human Rights Law.

Volunteer helps out in Africa
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A RENT increase of four per cent
for council tenants has been
agreed and will start in April.

That means those living in
council homes face an average
rise of around £3.26 per week,
increasing typical rents to about
£84.72 per week.

Service charges have also
increased by four per cent, as
have garage rents and shared
ownership rents.

The Tory councillor in charge of
housing, Peter Geary, says the

rises are necessary to enable
improvements such as replace-
ment doors and windows to con-
tinue, and to ensure the council
can start building more houses
for those without a home.

He said they have lifted thou-
sands out of fuel poverty with a
regeneration scheme in the
Lakes Estate, on houses that
were costing ‘a fortune to heat’.

He added: “We would have had
to have stopped all regeneration
if the rise had not been agreed,
and that would have been
disastrous.

“It’s a difficult decision, but the

more money you can bring in the
more you can do. It’s a balancing
act.”

But Cllr Douglas McCall, leader
of the Lib Dems, said he thinks
the Conservatives are not ‘in
tune’ with those struggling
financially.

“You’ve got people who are
being squeezed from all sides,”
he said.

“This is just piling on the mis-
ery for those people, and we
think this increase is too large.”

What do you think? Will you be
affected by the rise? E-mail edi-
tor@mk-news.co.uk.

Council rent goes
up by £3-a-week
BY ADAM GRINSELL
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

Support: June Southgate, who is backing the new campaign

A PILOT scheme raising awareness of
ovarian cancer has been launched in MK.

June Southgate, who was diagnosed with
ovarian cancer 18 months ago, is backing
the Department of Health scheme, which
will advertise the symptoms locally.

She said: “I would urge any woman who
starts to notice changes in their stomach
area, particularly persistent bloating last-
ing for a few weeks, to get it checked out
as soon as you can.”

Pilot ovarian cancer
campaign launched
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CENTRAL Milton Keynes Library wel-
comed its youngest member recently –
at just two-and-a-half-days-old.

Kaylan Edward Wright received his
membership card and took out his first
book, Peppa Goes to the Library, over
the festive period as mum Jo Chesney
has been a member there for 19 years.

Young reader

THE company behind pro-
posals to build a huge new
business park on the edge of
the city will push ahead with
the plans despite a recent
setback.

Berkeley Strategic wants to
construct the park (MKE),
which would include offices
and warehouses and could
create 18,000 jobs, next to the
M1 south of Newport Pagnell.

The site is bordered to the
west and south by the M1, to
the east by the A509 and to
the north by the A422.

But as reported by MK
NEWS last week the site is
earmarked as green space in
the council’s Core Strategy,
which sets out how the city
will develop up until 2026.

And after being reviewed by
Her Majesty’s Planning
Inspector, the Core Strategy
has not been changed in this
respect. That means any
planning application for the
site may not be approved.

But despite this, the com-
pany expects to forge ahead
with its plans.

Adrian Brown, managing

director of Berkeley Strategic,
said: “Berkeley is promoting
a long term, 21st century
business park proposal that
would create a natural exten-
sion to Milton Keynes.

“Berkeley will work in col-
laboration with the council
and the wider community to
develop plans for MKE which
will help sustain future
growth and complement the
existing economy by stimu-
lating employment and busi-
ness growth.

“MKE has the potential to
create around 18,000 jobs,
generate access to significant
training and apprenticeship
opportunities and forge link-
ages with academic institu-
tions. It would prove attrac-
tive to local, national and
international businesses,
and would contribute an
additional £1.8billion per
annum of GVA to the Milton
Keynes economy.

“Engagement with the local
community and the council
in order to develop a plan for
MKE, which will bring major
job opportunities for local
people and wider communi-
ty benefits, is likely to com-
mence later this year.”

Plans for 18,000
jobs still on track
by adam grinsell
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk
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CENTRE back Antony Kay has
been named as the second MK
Dons/MK NEWS Player of the
Month.

The 30-year-old scooped the
award for December after a run
of impressive displays in the
heart of the Dons back four.

He was unveiled as the winner
before Saturday’s League One
match with Bury at stadiummk,
which finished as a 1-1 draw.

Season ticket holder Dave Lane
presented him with a bottle of
champagne prior to kick-off and
then watched the game from
Club Red – his prize for casting
his vote in the online Player of
the Month poll.

Every player in Karl Robinson’s
squad is eligible for your vote
each month and it’s completely
free to take part. Each month one
voter is picked at random to win
the prize Mr Lane enjoyed
against Bury.

After the presentation Kay
said: “I was really surprised to
hear that I had won the award
but also really pleased.

“Me and Shaun Williams have
struck up a good partnership
over the past few months so I

think this award is more in rec-
ognition of that than my own
individual performances.”

Former Huddersfield Town
man Kay narrowly edged out
striker Ryan Lowe who wasn’t
able to secure the most votes
despite scoring four times during
the month.

However, Mr Lane, who lives in
Newport Pagnell and has been
watching Dons since the
National Hockey Stadium days,
said that Kay’s performances had
been ‘outstanding’.

“I think he saved as many goals
at the back as Lowe scored,” he
said.

Midfielder Luke Chadwick won
the inaugural Player of the
Month competition in November,
which was launched after MK
NEWS teamed up with the city’s
football club.

Voting is now open for January’s
Player of the Month competition.

To register your vote log onto
www.mk-news.co.uk and then
just click on the Player of the
Month box.

Antony Kay is voted
Player of the Month
BY DAN PALMER
dan.palmer@mk-news.co.uk

Winner: MK Dons season ticket holder Dave Lane presents Antony Kay
with his bottle of champagne before Saturday’s game with Bury
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BOTH city branches of cam-
era equipment chainstore
Jessops have been shut after
the company’s administra-
tors announced all 187 UK
stores would have to close.

As a result 23 people,
employed at the stores in
thecentre:mk and on Elder
Gate, will lose their jobs.

P r icewaterhouseCooper
(PwC), was appointed
administrator of the ailing
company last Wednesday
and at 4.30pm on Friday it
announced the closure of all
stores.

Rob Hunt, joint administra-
tor and partner at PwC, said:
“Since my appointment we
have reviewed the position of
the business and held exten-
sive discussions with suppli-
ers around their support for
ongoing trading.

“It is apparent that we can-

not continue to trade and as a
result we have had to make
the difficult decision to begin
the closure of all 187 Jessops
stores.

“Regrettably, this will result
in around 1,370 job losses
across the stores with further
job losses likely, in due
course, at the head office in
Leicester.

“As a consequence of the
closure, Jessops is no longer
able to accept returned
products from customers.

“This is an extremely sad
day for Jessops and its
employees.

“We are very grateful for the
support we have received
since our appointment and
we will continue to ensure
that employees are paid as
they assist us during the
closure.”

Updates for consumers will
be available through the
Jessops and PwC websites at
www.pwc.co.uk/jessops.

Jobs go as
Jessops is
shut down
by adam grinsell
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

shut: Jessops in elder gate has closed its doors for the last time, as has the store in CmK

Driver suffers
shock in smash
A WHITE stretch limousine was
damaged by a car that did not
stop on Saturday.

At 5.50pm the limo was travel-
ling along Queen Eleanor Street
in Stony Stratford towards the
junction with Wolverton Road. As
it reached the junction with
London Road, a car pulled out
without giving way and hit the
passenger side of the limousine.

The limo driver, a man aged 71,
was shocked but not injured.

The car which hit the limo was
dark in colour and is believed to
be a Ford, based on debris left at
the scene.

The car did not stop and is
likely to have extensive frontal
damage.

Anyone with information
should call the police on 101.
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IF YOU walk around Milton
Keynes and come to a wall deco-
rated with aerosol paintings,
then there’s a high chance
Arkade was involved.

Because Arkade is a prolific MK
street artist who aims to use his
talent by painting on walls and
buildings to add a splash of
colour to the city.

Arkade, aged 30, real name Neil
Kean, meets me at the Total Dojo

Martial Arts Club, where he has
done several pieces.

There’s a 15 foot Buddha on one
of the walls, and it doesn’t take
an art connoisseur to work out
that this isn’t graffiti, these are
the paintings of a very talented
man.

“I wasn’t a stand out kid at
school really, but I did know I
was good at art,” says Arkade.

“Art lessons didn’t feel like
work. For me they were a time to
enjoy and relax.

“As soon as the word graffiti is
used people tend to think nega-
tively about it.

“They associate it with vandal-
ism because it’s an aerosol can.
On paper it looks bad. But if you
actually come and see the piece
of artwork we’ve done then you
might not think that any more.”

Arkade has become used to
antagonism from some people
as he sets about his work. Just
recently he was commissioned
by his friend, Liz Cardash, to
paint the end terrace of their
house in Harwood Street,
Bradwell.

Neil was given free rein to paint
what he wanted, and settled on
drawing a giant portrait of a blue
tit.

“There was a man parked next
to me in a van shouting obsceni-
ties as I was doing it. He was say-
ing that it was a load of rubbish.
You can’t please people all the
time!”

But growing numbers of people

are beginning to appreciate
street art, following the success
of the mysterious Banksy.

And Arkade feels that his art is
just as much about getting the
community involved.

He’s spent time at a host of
schools in Milton Keynes such as
Leon School, Stantonbury
Campus and Oakhill Secure
Centre for young offenders.

“At Oakhill I did a project where
we got the young people to
design their own trainers,” he
explains.

“Some of the younger ones did
graffiti, so the work that I did
appealed to them.”

Examples of Arkade’s work can
be found in Tinkers Bridge, and a
series of animals painted across
Bradville.

He’s also painted in Australia,
and at the Formula 1 Bahrain
Grand Prix.

Neil says he owes a lot to Bill
Billings, an MK artist who he
first met as a young boy.

“Bill wasn’t too popular with
the authorities because he used
to paint or sculpt where he
wasn’t supposed to.

“But he was great because he
used to get the community
involved.

“He was the first independent
person to say my work was good.”

Arkade’s next project is a mural
at Milton Keynes Athletic Club in
homage to Olympic long-jump
gold medal winner Greg
Rutherford.

The street artist who
james averill
editor@mk-news.co.uk

arkade has painted across mK
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adds colour to MK

Arkade was one of the team behind this Alice in Wonderland mural at Tinkers Bridge meeting place

The Buddha painted in the Total Dojo Martial Arts Club in the Brunel CentreArkade’s blue tit in Bradwell
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THE county’s chief fire officer is
so concerned at falling service
funding that he has urged local
businesses to write to their MPs.

Mark Jones, head of
Buckinghamshire Fire and
Rescue Service, argued in an
open letter that the decline in
grants to the fire service is unfair
while business rates continue to
grow.

He said: “Government grants to
Buckinghamshire and Milton
Keynes Fire Authority have
steadily reduced in real terms
since 2007.

“I felt it was time to write to
businesses in the area to share
with them my concerns over the
fact that the ever-increasing
share of the business rates they
pay is making an ever-decreas-
ing contribution to our services.”

Buckinghamshire and Milton
Keynes Fire Authority has an
annual budget of £29million.

Sixty-one per cent of the money
is raised through local council
tax, while the rest is from gov-
ernment grants that are based on
the Uniform Business Rate
(UBR), a rate which determines
how much local businesses pay

to their local authority.
But while the UBR has risen for

three consecutive years, Jones
says in his letter that central gov-
ernment ‘seem likely to reduce
central grant funding further.’

He added: “Each year, the
increasing contribution by busi-
nesses in this area funds ever less
of the service.

“If financial restrictions placed
upon us continue, there will
come a time at which there is
nowhere left to go but to cut
emergency response services.”

At the end of his letter Mr Jones
added the contact details of local
Conservative MPs Mark
Lancaster and Iain Stewart, but
denied that he wanted to make
the debate politically motivated.

“This is not a political state-
ment, and it is not intended to be
construed in that way,” he said.

“It is simply a plea from a fire
chief who would wish to do all
that is possible to retain the
excellent emergency services to
serve this area for many years to
come.”

Write to MPs over
cuts, urges fire chief
BY james averill
editor@mk-news.co.uk

emerGeNCY: mark jones has called on businesses to write to mPs
over threats that the government will further reduce grant funding
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FISHERMEAD MURDERS

ONE of the teenagers shot dead
during a double murder in a
Fishermead alleyway was killed
simply to make the other victim
‘very scared about what was to
happen to him’.

That was according to the judge
who last week sentenced two
men to life in prison for murder-
ing 19-year-old Mohamed Abdi
Farah and his friend Amin
Ahmed Ismail, aged just 18.

Gunman Fuad Awale, 25, has
been jailed for a minimum of 38
years while his accomplice
Sharmake Abdulkadir, 22, from
The Fleet, Springfield, was sen-
tenced to a minimum 32 years.

The two Somalis gunned down
fellow countrymen Mohamed,
known as Moh, and Amin in an
alleyway on Fishermead
Boulevard on May 26, 2011.

Sending Awale, from Cranesbill
Place, Conniburrow, to jail Mr
Justice Nicol told him: “You were
aggrieved because you believed
Moh had some of your cannabis.
You also thought he had insulted
you a day or two before when he
made a disparaging remark
about your height.

“These were trifling matters,
but you felt affronted.

“I am sure it was you who
pulled a gun from your pocket
and shot Amin through the head
at relatively close range. He fell to
the floor.

“Amin had done nothing to
you. Your purpose in shooting
him seems to have been twofold.

First, so that he should not live
to see what you were about to do
to Moh. Second to make Moh
scared, very scared about what
was to happen to him.

“You told Moh to go down on
his knees. He begged for his life.
You ignored his pleas and shot

him through the head as well.”
The judge said Awale returned

to the scene shortly afterwards,
possibly to gather up some evi-
dence, but found Amin was still
alive and shot him again.

“Each of these three shots was
fatal. Each had the characteris-
tics of an execution,” he said.

Abdulkadir was also found
guilty of possession of a firearm
with intent to commit an indict-
able offence, but a third man
Yahya Harun, 22, was found not
guilty on all counts.

The trial was earlier told that
the deaths were after a dispute
over drugs ‘turf’.

Mohamed was shot once in the
head and died at the scene, while
Amin received two gunshot
wounds to the head and died
later at Milton Keynes Hospital.

During the trial witnesses iden-
tified the defendants as being at
the scene of the shootings, which
was further corroborated by
CCTV footage taken from a near-
by off-licence.

Following the trial senior inves-
tigating officer DCS Rob Mason
said the real motives may never
be known, adding: “The murders
of Mohamed and Amin were
both senseless and indefensible.”

For the families’ reaction to the
trial see pages 20 and 21, or for
more go to www.mk-news.co.uk.

Murderers ‘executed’
by adam grinsell
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

investigating officer rob mason
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NEWS FOCUS

Crime scene: Officers at the alleyway on Fishermead Boulevard where the shootings happened in May 2011

Murder weapon: A 7.65mm pistolCaught on camera: Abdulkadir, left, and Awale in CCTV footage

young friends in alley
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FISHERMEAD MURDERS

THE families of murder victims
Amin Ahmed Ismail and
Mohamed Abdi Farah have said
that they are glad justice has
been done, but say that the
killers should never be released.

Both families expressed their
relief at the sentences, but also
anguish at the loss of their sons.

Mohamed’s father, Hassan
Abdi Farah, said that the killers
had shown ‘no remorse’ and that

they should be locked up forever.
“My family and I were happy

and peaceful and had plans and
aspirations,” he said.

“After Mohamed’s death we
suffered a painful tragedy which
wiped out all these plans.

“Mohamed and Amin’s killers
have not shown remorse. They
have laughed when speaking
about the evil things they have
carried out and have shown no
human feeling. They should
never be released.”

Mohamed’s mother, Fadumo,
said that there was ‘a void that
could never be filled’.

“I will always remember the
last words he spoke were that he
loved me,” she said.

“I will never see Mohamed
playing with his little brother. I
will never see his lovely smile or
face again. I miss him so much.

“A lot has been said about
Mohamed in court. He was not a
drug dealer.

“Mohamed’s killers are
cowards who hid behind their
lawyers. Thankfully the jury did
not believe their lies.”

Amin’s family also released a
statement saying how his death
had been ‘devastating’ to come
to terms with.

“Amin was my only son and his
death has had a devastating
effect on me, his sisters and his

family,” said the statement.
“He was growing up to be the

man of the house and the day
before this tragedy happened he
said one of his ambitions was to
be able provide for his family.

“He always had a smile on his
face and was a happy person who
could light up a room. He will
always be in our thoughts.

“We are relieved that justice
has been done. These men
carried out an evil act and are a
danger to the community.

“We want them to remain in
prison and don’t want them to be
allowed to hurt any other family
like they have hurt us.”

The incident caused a lot of
shock in Fishermead and soon
after the shootings a public
meeting was held.

And while the deaths still cast a
shadow over the area, residents
feel that it is slowly becoming a
safer place to live.

Inspector Andy O’Hanlon, of
the police team for the
Fishermead estate, said: “The
shootings were an awful and
tragic incident for the estate, but
the community has proved to be
resilient and is moving forward.

“Local officers and PCSOs are
working closely with residents to
help reduce crime and the fear of
crime on the estate, which is
helping to produce results.”

Killers must never be
BY james averill
editor@mk-news.co.uk

Police investigate murder scene

www.mkweb.co.uk/business

Bursting
for a local
plumber?
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NEWS FOCUS

Victims: Mohamed Abdi Farah (left) had a ‘lovely smile’ and Amin Ahmed Ismail was ‘loveable and caring’

Concern: Public meeting at the Trinity Centre, FishermeadMohamed’s mother Fadumo

freed, urge families
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A STUNNING explosion of fire-
works in Campbell Park has
won the top prize of The
Parks Trust’s 2012 Photography
Competition .

The image was taken at Proms
in the Park last summer, by
amateur photographer Sue
Martin who lives in Great
Linford.

Sue scooped the overall prize in
the annual competition and was
presented with her award at a
special ceremony last night.

She received £300 in photogra-
phy vouchers, an official award
certificate and the accolade of
winning The Parks Trust’s
Photography Competition.

The photo is also featured on
the front of this year’s charity
calendar, which raises money for
the organisation which looks
after the green spaces in Milton
Keynes.

More than 140 entries were sent
into The Parks Trust’s
Photography Competition,
which had three different cate-
gories for both adults and young
people, including wildlife, land-
scape and parklife.

Sue’s winning image also won

the parklife category as well as
winning the overall prize.

All entries were carefully con-
sidered by a panel of judges from
The Parks Trust, Destination MK
and Milton Keynes College.

Commenting on the winning
photo David Foster, chief execu-
tive of The Parks Trust, said:
“The fantastic image of a shower
of fireworks above the open-air
theatre in Campbell Park cap-
tures the energy and spirit of a
summer of celebrations in
Campbell Park.

“The photo encompasses the
new beacon, the new stage, and
for The Parks Trust is a true
expression of how brilliant the
parks of Milton Keynes are.”

Other category winners were
Bob Gallaugher, Tilman Paulin,
Paul Appleyard and Harry
Appleyard.

The winning image and all
short-listed images will be on
display at Milton Keynes Central
Library throughout June 2013.
For information visit www.thep-
arkstrust.com.

Fireworks win annual
photography contest
by adam grinsell
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

Winning entry: This stunning picture of fireworks over Campbell Park
by sue martin has scooped top prize in The Parks Trust’s competition
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MKlife
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mk-news.co.ukphone01908 689595

New exhibition of Swiss art opening at MK Gallery

IT’S time for a new exhibition at MK Gallery

– entitled What About Sunday?

Open from Friday with a preview tomor-

row night between 6-9pm, this is the debut

UK exhibition for Swiss artists Silvia Bächli

and Eric Hattan.

You can expect drawings, video instal-

lations and sculptures as well as both

individual and collaborative pieces.

Bächli works primarily in drawing and

painting on paper and includes around

100 works made over the last 25 years,

not previously exhibited.

Her drawings are both carefully consid-

ered and spontaneous, hinting at fleeting

moments or movements, often evoking

bodies or landscapes, without ever explicitly

stating them.
Hattan’s videos, installations and per-

formances are similarly responsive to his

surroundings, selecting and rearranging

everyday items and finding beauty and

humour in them. Pictured here is Snowhau,

a video still. The exhibition runs until March

31 and is completely free.

To see more pieces of work that are on

show and to leave your comments, visit

www.mk-news.co.uk.

online at
www.mk-news.co.uk

MORE
PICTURES
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djangotime
IT’S still only January but
Django Unchained has to be
one of the most anticipated
films of the year.

When it was announced that
Pulp Fiction and Reservoir
Dogs genius Quentin Taran-
tino would be having a go at a
western, the excitement levels
went through the roof and from
Friday it is finally here.

The story centres on a slave-
turned-bounty-hunter who sets
out to rescue his wife. Starring
Jamie Foxx and Leonardo Di-
Caprio, you can expect plenty
of violence and an enjoyable
watch as Quentin tackles the
genre in his own unique style.

bigband
Voted the ‘Best Big Band in the Land’
for the 11th consecutive year, Chris
Dean’s Syd Lawrence Orchestra head to
The Stables on Friday determined to live
up to their reputation.

The critically-acclaimed orchestra
perform some of Britain’s greatest swing
hits, including work by the legendary
Glen Miller.

And their repertoire of more than
1,200 songs extends to acts such as
Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis Jnr and
Bing Crosby.

Chris Dean has been leading the
orchestra since Syd Lawrence retired in
1996, and leads his high octane band
with pace and humour.

The band showcase their expertise
with a selection of jazz, vocals from
Angie Mills and spectacular drum
solos by Mike Smith.

Tickets for Friday night are £21 or
£22.50 from www.stables.org.

HAVE you ever wanted to know
how a piece of classical music has
been created from the inside out?

A special concert at Stantonbury

Theatre on Saturday at 7.30pm
with Milton Keynes City Orches-
tra will give you that chance – by
deconstructing Tchaikovsky.

The Serenade for Strings will be
explained and then performed,
alongside a new work from associ-

ate composer Emma-Ruth Rich-
ards. Composer Sian Edwards will
discuss, demonstrate and delight
you with this fascinating approach
to analysing classical music.

Tickets £20, under 18s £5,
available from 01908 324422.

classicstudies
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literaryfeast
SATURDAY marks the beginning of the StonyWords!9
Festival of Literature, with a host of events taking
place until Sunday, January 27.

The events will cover a broad spectrum of literature
and will include quizzes, talks, exhibitions,
songwriting, poetry, and an election of a new
Bard of Stony Stratford.

A literary quiz is taking place on Thursday, January
24. The venue is yet to be confirmed, but it starts at
7.30pm and entry will be £5 per team for teams of
from four to six, with tickets sold at the door.

Questions will range from classics to chick-lit and
various points in between, so there should be
something for everyone!

Also, see our Hot Picks sections for details on a Burns
Night supper.

Keep watching www.stonystratford.gov.uk for details
of events, and if you’re tempted to get involved email
jukeofstony@btinternet.com.

YOU are going to need noise-proof
walls if you buy this game, or else
you might annoy the neighbours.

Sing Party is a karaoke game for
Nintendo’s new console the Wii
U and it allows you to work out
your vocal chords to your heart’s
content.

The game cleverly uses the Wii
U’s touch screen control pad,

which is where the lyrics come up,
and multiple people can sing along
at once.

You score points for rhythm and
can choose from songs ranging
from Call Me Maybe to Kids In
America.

Ou
ta

nd
ab

ou
t

Ni
gh

tI
n

M
K

Th
ea

treMKlife

theladykillers
WRiTTen by Father Ted creator and award-winning
comic Graham Linehan, The Ladykillers opens at
Milton Keynes Theatre next Wednesday.

This black comedy is a stage version of the 1955
film starring Alec Guinness. The 2013 adaptation is
headlined by Michele Dotrice (Some Mothers Do ‘Ave
‘Em), Paul Brown (Doctors) and Cliff Parisi,
Eastenders’ Minty Peterson.

Linehan, also behind the cult comedy show The IT
Crowd, pays homage to the original screenplay with
his thrilling and hilarious script.

When kind-hearted old lady Mrs Wilberforce (Do-
trice) lets Professor Marcus (Brown) and his amateur
musician friends rent rooms in her lopsided house,
little does she know that they are actually
criminal misfits. And soon she finds herself
unwittingly involved in Marcus’ heist job with
hilarious consequences.

We caught up with Graham Linehan and asked
what is it that he finds funny?

Graham said: “I have always been a huge fan of
everything from S. J. Perelman wordplay to Fawlty
Towers pratfalls and everything in between. My
favourite thing is awkwardness. I’ve always liked it
when people have to get out of awkward situations
with really obvious lies, as in the Ladykillers. It never
fails to tickle me.”

You can read the full interview with Graham online
at www.mk-news.co.uk.

The Ladykillers opens at MK Theatre after a suc-
cessful run in the West End. Tickets can be booked at
www.atgtickets.co.uk.

singparty
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ASH Mandrake doesn’t pretend to
be mainstream.

His act contains a double-necked
16-string guitar that he designed
himself, hats, and out-of-the-
ordinary costumes.

Ash says he started touring in
2008, when he took three seats
out of his Nissan and replaced
them with a futon.

But don’t let this distract you
from his gifted musical ability and
serious songwriting skills.

While a number of Ash’s songs
are folk rock, a variety of different
genres are explored.

He makes his own backing track
live on the spot using a loop re-
cording machine, meaning
each performance is unique.

Seeing Ash Mandrake live is an
experience that is sure to stand
out.

Ash is performing at the Craufurd
Arms on Saturday January 19
at 9pm.

ashmandrake

HOW would you like to win a year’s
gym membership and a free
personal training session?

This prize, worth £220, is up for
grabs thanks to Kiss Gyms which
first opened its doors in Milton
Keynes in January 2010.

Many have since made the move
to get fit with Kiss Gyms, for just
£15.99 a month with no contract,
at a facility which is open 24/7.

Kiss Gyms Milton Keynes ex-
panded and opened up additional
space on the gym floor, and it has
also opened up a brand new studio
with a full timetable of instructed
classed such as Zumba, Bokwa,
and much more.

This is why Kiss Gyms has been
voted the best gym in Milton
Keynes by the people of the city.

Kiss staff have a wealth of
knowledge and experience which
together accounts for more than
100 years of fitness.

Gary Corby, general manager,
said: “We are very lucky with our
staff. We have two full-time train-
ers who are on hand to offer help
and advice to members along with
12 freelance personal trainers who
are more than willing to spend
time helping members with their
personal goals and aims.

“The gym is monitored 24 hours
a day remotely, and there is only
a few hours in the day when a
qualified member of staff is not
physically in the building.”

Antony Roughley and Ales Parez

are both fully qualified personal
trainers who share around 24 years
in the business and they form the
core of Gary’s fitness team.

Gary added: “We are not an elite
gym, we are open for everyone.
The price, the atmosphere and
opening hours combine to open
the gym to everyone regardless of
fitness levels and income.”

To be in with a chance of win-
ning, answer this question: When
was Kiss Gyms opened?

Send your answer, together with
your name, address and daytime
telephone number, to competi-
tions@mk-news.co.uk or MK
NEWS, 1 Diamond Court, Fox
Milne, MK15 0DU. All entries must
be received by noon on
Wednesday, January 23. The
editor’s decision is final.

kissgyms

YOU can get free gym
membership for a year and a

free personal training
session in this week’s

great competition
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easylistening
A FEAST of Mozart favourites are being performed on
Sunday night at MK Theatre.

Milton Keynes Chorale, the Danesborough Chorus,
vocal soloists and Meridian Sinfonia, all conducted by
Tom Appleton, will be performing music such as Mass
in C Minor (The Great Mass), Ave Verum Corpus, Eine
Kleine Nachtmusik and Exsultate Jubilate.

Starting at 7.30pm, tickets cost between £8-£20 and
are available from 01908 617697 or 0844 871 7652.

bluesrock
GUITARIST Larry Miller is undeniably a must-see blues rock
act and is playing at The Stables with his band on Saturday
night at 8pm.

Famous for his mesmerising guitar playing and rip-roaring
shows, he holds the record for the most encores at The
Cambridge Rock Festival and recently headlined the Rory
Gallagher International Festival in Ireland.

Tickets are £14.50 from 01908 280800.

burnsnight
PART of the StonyWords!9 festival,
join in with the traditional Scottish
fun at The Cock Hotel tomorrow
with a Burns Night supper.

There’ll be the traditional haggis
and neeps, the skirling pipes, a
Burns address to the haggis, and a
good smattering of verse from the
likes of the Bard of Stony Stratford
Danni Kushner, pictured.

Price £17.95 (book ahead and
order your choice at The Cock
Hotel in Stony Stratford). Starts at
7.30pm.

mediamagic
WANT to find out more about the world of media?

Youngsters can now join in hour-long sessions at
The Buszy, opposite Central Milton Keynes railway
station, to help produce the Buszy Magazine and get
involved in radio and media projects.

Activities include film making, photography,
interviewing/reporting, producing radio
jingles/playlists and more.

MKlifehotpicKs
Your essential guide to events big and small throughout Milton Keynes

see our online gig guide
www.mk-news.co.uk

got an exciting event?
email adam.grinsell
@mk-news.co.uk



Looking for the missing
piece in your puzzle?

Let us find them for you
Advertise your vacancies with

email recruitment@jobsnow.co.uk
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Executive Homes

Associated withAssociated with

In London since 1872In London since 1872

Twice as Effective
By promoting your property in conjunction with John D Wood & Co.

in London, our marketing is twice as effective.

• Exposure on the leading property websites

• Network of 14 London offices

• Greater market profile for your property to generate more viewers

• Peace of mind that your property is exposed to the widest market

MILTON KEYNES 01908 240981
mkexec@taylorscountrywide.co.uk

www.taylorsestateagents.co.uk/london

LITTLE BRICKHILL
THE Clockhouse, Watling Street,
Little Brickhill, a well propor-
tioned period property, is
available for £499,000 freehold.

It’s the former servants’ quarters
to Brickhill Manor, situated in a
small and sought after courtyard.
The property has had extensive

refurbishment and renovation by
the present vendors.

Close to Woburn Golf and
Country Club and within a short
commute of Milton Keynes with
mainline railway connections to
London, it is also located within
the school catchment area for

Aylesbury Grammar School and
High Ash School, Great Brickhill.

Accommodation comprises an
entrance porch, reception hall,
re-fitted cloakroom, 25’5 (approx)
lounge with fireplace, 22’1
(approx) refitted kitchen/dining
room, four bedrooms, refitted

family bathroom, refitted en suite
WC, utility room, garage, and
superb, mature south-facing
rear gardens.

Full colour brochure can be
found on www.beasley-partners.
co.uk. All enquiries to Beasley &
Partners on 01908 282820.

RESIDENTIAL SALES
Taylors/Wilson Peacock 38-45
Ryan Daniel 46

NEW HOMES
Crest Nicholson 47
David Wilson New Homes 47
BW Northern Home Counties 49

RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS
Beasley & Partners 50

PROPERTY CLASSIFIED 50
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FLAT TO SHARE With
female looking for
another female in the
Stantonbury area.
Professional Only £85
p/w all inc 07747690090
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Accommodation to Let



01234
217181
DRIVERS

Bricklaying
gangs

required
Long term local work

Tel 07889326001
01234 822155/
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The latest job
vacancies
everyweek! WWee aarree aallwwaayyss rreeccrruuiittiinngg ffoorr

EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEEDD HHGGVV DDRRIIVVEERRSS
Cat. C+E, C, C1, ADR, HIAB, MOFFETT

0011558822 887777000022
*DRIVING * INDUSTRIAL*OFFICE*

wwwwww..nneewwssttaaffffeemmppllooyymmeenntt..ccoo..uukk
e-mail Luton@newstaffemployment.co.uk
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Don’t
miss out

on that ideal
job opportunity

Register your CV at
www.jobsnow.co.uk
and receive your free
weekly E-Magazine.

ARE YOU
LOOKING FOR

A NEW JOB?
...to find full details of all our current

vacancies – including job
specifications and salary

information…..

www.ideal-personnel.net
Ideal Personnel and

Recruitment Solutions

Email: info@ideal-personnel.net
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Don’t
wait for the
perfect job!
Place your
CV online

with us now

The latest job
vacancies every week!

To Advertise Your Vacancy
Tel: 01908 242490
Email: advertising@mk-news.co.uk
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A Accountancy

mkclassified Telephone 01908 242490

Sell your goods or services FAST through mkclassified
Phone, email, or fax one of our friendly staff or why not pop in and speak to us in person.

PHONE
01908 242490 @ EMAIL

classified@mk-news.co.uk
POST
MKNEWS,
1 Diamond Court,
Milton Keynes, MK15 0DU

FAX
01908 689550

BY HAND
MKNEWS,
1 Diamond Court,
Milton Keynes, MK15 0DU

A Aerial Services

A Aerial
Services

A Articles
For Sale

A Articles
For Sale

C Carpets & Flooring

A Architecture

A Auctions

B Blinds & Curtains B Building Services

C Carpentry
/ Joinery

A & G
Seasoned Logs

Various load sizes
Kindling and coal

Nets of logs
Prompt delivery
01525 860771
07703 872769

www.aglogs.co.uk

TEMPLEMAN
CARPETS

Est 1971

FFoorr ccaarrppeettss && aallll ttyyppeess ooff fflloooorriinngg ssaammpplleess ssiimmppllyy ccaallll

01908 560608 or 07778 934 708
Appointments made for daytime

evenings or weekends

Friendly service - Helpful advice

MASON PROPERTY
SERVICES LTD

Est 1985
★ Small building works
★ General maintenance
★ Kitchens/bathrooms
★ Carpentry/glazing
★ Painting & decorating
★ Tiling & Upvc work
★ Garage Conversions
★ Insurance claims

Clean, reliable, prompt
service. Fully insured.
Fensa Registered

01908 211476
07789 176300
CALL STEVE (7 DAYS)

AERIAL SATELITE televi-
sion, telephone and
broadband solutions, TV
wall mounted (brackets
supplied) . TelRon 01234
306244 07944864326

ACCA Free initial con-
sultation. Accounts, TAX,
start ups and CIS. 01908
980105

LEATHER DOUBLE BED
good quality, brand new,
still boxed, never
opened, space needed,
hence £139, can deliver
07851 511595

MEMORY FOAM
MATTRESS - DOUBLE
Brand new, still wrapped,
never used, good quality
deep mattress. Bargain
£149, can deliver. 07851
511595

White Wall Hanging
Display Cabinet with 7
glass shelves from IKEA,
was £85 now £25.
Excellent condition.

Tel 01908 567693 /
07818 690018

6' Artificial Cheese Plant
from BHS was £80 now
£20. Breakfast bar white
with extending leg from
IKEA was £85 now £26
both excellent condition.
Move forces sale

Tel 01908 567693 /
07818 690018

Brown Leather Recliner /
Swivel Chair with soft
arms and footstool,
excellent condition. £60.
Tel 07944 154176

Fridge Freezer in White
Size 1.65 metres x 55 x
55. Zanussi/Electrolux,
Frost Free. £150.

Tel 07737 343651
The £10 Million

Clearance Sale at
Dreams is now on!
Save up to 70% off
thousands of clear-
ance items, including
beds, bedding and
bedroom furniture’

Beko Fridge Freezer
White Colour 5ft high
50/50 £129
07956498220

Bosh reconditioned
washing machine £139
07956498220

www.mkweb.co.uk

Visit the No1
community
website in
Milton Keynes

If itʼs
inMK,
itʼs in...

Bursting
for a local
plumber?
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Call
01908 242490

...to advertise

Email
classified@mk-news.co.uk

...to advertise

@

mkclassified Telephone 01908 242490

F Fencing & Gates G Garden
Services

G Garden Services

C Cleaning Services C Computer
Services

D
Domestic
Appliance
Repairs

D Domestic Services

D Driving
Tuition

E Electrical
Services

H Handy Person H Home
Maintenance

L
Loft
Ladder
Installation

M Mobility
Aids

P Painting
Services

P Plastering

P Plumbing & Heating Services

P
Plumbing
& Heating
Services

AA..BB.. FFAARRMMEERR
FFEENNCCIINNGG SSPPEECCIIAALLIISSTT

FREE
QUOTATIONS

0011990088 667744118844
0077885522 888811112266

Patios, Decking &
Pergolas

Griffon Gas &
Plumbing Services

• Gas • Plumbing • Repairs • Bathrooms
• Service • Kitchens • Replacement • Showers

Central Heating Repairs and Alterations
All Work Guaranteed 40 Years Experience

Reasonable Rates
0759 032 7315 • 01908 661335

Eaglestone - Milton Keynes

★ DEEP CLEAN ★
CARPETS • UPHOLSTERY LEATHER

01525 851811
www.deep-cleaners.co.uk sseeee wweebb

ffoorr ddeettaaiillss

EEffffiicciieenntt && AAffffoorrddaabbllee
Latest technology / Removes most stains
Very thorough clean / ideal for deep stains

DDOOMMEESSTTIICC && CCOOMMMMEERRCCIIAALL

GGAACC GGaarrddeenn DDeessiiggnn
&& MMaaiinntteennaannccee

Full Landscaping Design and
Maintenance Available.

Patios, pergolas, fencing, turfing etc.
References given.

Free survey.
For a personal and

competitive quote call:
0011990088 223355446677 oorr

0077888899 445577000022

ARTEX
Phone Roy on

0011990088 554422448822 or
0077998855 338833663300
Ceilings, Coving,

Decorating, Pattern
Changes, Ceilings

Skimmed Flat
Insurance work
Free estimates

Established 35+ years

KMW Loft Ladders
01234 290064 07977
9 9 7 5 3 7
kmwproper tyservices
@ h o t m a i l . c o . u k
w w w . k m w l o f t
l a d d e r s . c o . u k

TOGETHER, THOMAS
AND THEA,
B R OT H E R / S I S T E R
G I N G E R / W H I T E
K I T T E N S
0 1 9 0 8 - 3 7 5 4 8 5 .
w w w . a n i m a l -
a c t i o n . o r g . u k

SPECIALIST IN ALL

TYPES OF PLASTERING• Tiling
Flooring
Paint & Decorating
Fencing
Decking
Block Paving

All work guaranteed,
call Dino for a free quote

07966 250856
01908 670802

dino@alfaplastering.com
www.alfaplastering.co.uk
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MKNEWS TO ADVERTISE CALL 01908 242490

Call
01908 242490

...to advertise

Fax
01908 689550

...to advertise

See us
MKNEWS,

1 Diamond Court,
Milton Keynes,

MK15 0DU

...to advertise

mkclassified Telephone 01908 242490

S Sheds

T Tree
Surgery

U Upholstery/ Fabric

Register your CV at
www.jobsnow.co.uk
and receive your free
weekly E-Magazine.

Packed
full of jobs
throughout
the region

P Plumbing & Heating Services

R Removals & Storage

R Removals
& Storage

R Roofing &
Cladding

R Roofing & Cladding

S Skip Hire

W Windows & Conservatories

£299

£585

Large Range of Sheds, Summer
Houses & Play Houses

We manufacture our
own sheds offering
excellent value and
alterations if needed

Massive Savings
for more information or a free brochure

sales@telesheds.co.uk
or visit

JJOONNEESS
SSKKIIPP HHIIRREE

3, 4, 6 and
7 yard skips
Registered Waste Carrier

01908 690937
07768 450054
All major credit cards accepted

Builders
& DIY

Man & Van
House, Garden,
Garage, Shed

Cleared - Cleaned
Removals
Call Jamie

07896 956571
Friendly Service

Th

e Small Tree

Company

00777777000077777700
886611991133886611991133

◆ Trees reduced, pruned
and felled.

◆ Hedge work and
bushcutting.

◆ NPTC Qualified and
insured.

◆ Small tree specialist.
◆ For a professional service

and free quotation call

• SAMEDAY SERVICE • DELIVERY & COLLECTION
• 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 20, 40 YD SKIPS
• OPEN, CLOSED & DROP ENDS ROLL ON, ROLL OFF
• 6&8 WHEEL GRAB SERVICES
SUPPLIERS OF CRUSHED
CONCRETE & TOP SOIL
PROMPT, EFFICIENT SERVICE DAILY,
WEEKLY & LONG TERM HIRE
(WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST)

Diane Merner
Upholstery & Interior
Services
Workshop: 01908 507022
Mobile: 07956-526676

ANTIQUE, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL
UPHOLSTERERS & CURTAIN MAKERS,

WIDE RANGE OF FABRICS
FREE ESTIMATES, EXCELLENT RATES.

Bursting
for a local
plumber?
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MALE ESCORT SERV-
ICES in MK, No witheld
calls. 07851 963329

PENNY ESCORT Very pri-
vate. Mon-Fri 10am-6pm.
Weekends 10am-2pm.
Rural MK. 07763191974

NADINE ESCORT CMK.
10-LATE. 7 DAYS. 07946
209557

ESCORT/MASSAGE out
calls MK 10am till late
please call
07549621584

EEggoo mmaassssaaggee
FFeennnnyy SSttrraattffoorrdd

0011990088 663300777766
wwwwww..eeggoo--mmaassssaaggee..ccoomm ((mmaassssaaggee oonnllyy))

ROXY, RANJANA &
FRIENDS Covering all
areas.10 am till late.
07946 746931

CINDY'S MASSAGE
11am-11pm,call 01582
534717

PASSIONATE, MATURE
ESCORT Thursday only.
No witheld numbers.
07842 691750

KATE AND LYN
ESCORTS GREAT
RATES, PLEASE CALL
07974 646612.
Companion escort serv-
ice available.

DDoollllyy''ss
IInnddeeppeennddeenntt

EEssccoorrttss
C.M.K

11am - 8pm
07572 779688
www.dollys-secrets.co.uk

Karen P Independent
Escort 07884 133945
www.karen4hire.com
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For your next car find it at www.motors.co.uk/mknews

P Public Notices
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BB HH SSAALLVVAAGGEE
Environment & DVLA

Registered ATF Centre

CARS
WANTED

Any condition
considered

Commercial/cars/4x4s
Free collection

Scrapped legally

Top prices paid
£70-£5000

Used car parts
available

CCaallll 0011558822 887733667777
oorr 0077888866 226666338888
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Find 1000’s of cars locally at
motors.co.uk/mknews

For your next car find it at www.motors.co.uk/mknews
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Audi
Caravans &

Trailers Commercials

Motorcycles
Bought For Cash!

Anything
considered 7 day

service
01767 261622
07947 732883

MMOOTTOORRCCYYCCLLEESS
SSCCOOOOTTEERRSS AANNDD
MMOOPPEEDDSS TTRRIIAALLSS
MMOOTTOORR CCRROOSSSS
BOUGHT FOR CASH
Any condition, crash

damaged, non runners
07710324170
01525 759236

Chris - Trade

Get a quote from our website: www.mjrecoveryltd.co.uk

AUDI A4 1.8 SE N. REG
Exceptional condition, 1 year
MOT and month Road Tax.

Must be viewed to be
appreciated. £800 or O.N.O.
Tel (Bedford) 07990 878555

Too new
to view

MOTORHOME AUTOSLEEPER
4-BERTH 2000cc, MOT,

cooker, grill, 3-way, fridge,
heating, toilet, CD/radio, full

history. Reluctant sale
£3500

01234 213873

Too new
to view

2006
VAUXHALL

ASTRA
sportive C2 TDi,MOT,

colour black

£3600 ONO
01234 771537
07748943781

MKMOTORSPOTS
Motorbikes
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Chrysler

Fiat

Ford

Hyundai

Jaguar

2003 FORD
STREET KA

CONVERTIBLE
silver with black roof,

A/C, leather heated seats,
MOT 1 year, 6 months
TAX, good condition.

£1750 ONO
01234 750331
07545023106

VAUXHALL
VECTRA 1.8

SRI
2003 (53), manual, black,
alloys, new tyres, MOT,

TAX, FSH, VGC.

£1295 ONO
07772347837
07968258967

LANDROVER
DISCOVERY

TD5 2001 (51)
E/S, diesel, auto, 7 seats,
FLRSH, MOT, TAX, full
leather, alloys, towbar,

blue, VGC.

£4995 ONO
07772347837
07968258967

VAUXHALL
CORSA

2004, 1.0, 12v, twinport,
58,000 miles with service
history, one owner from

new, 3 door, central
locking, power steering,
E/W, alloy wheels, VGC,

TAX and MOT

£2150 ONO
07901 001677

FORD FIESTA
1.25 ZETEC

2002, black, A/C, 3 door,
11 months MOT,3 months

TAX, good runner.

SOLD

FORD KA 1.3
COLLECTION
02 reg, 68K, manual, 3

door hatch, silver, colour
coded bumpers, electric

windows, air conditioning,
CD, power steering, alloy
wheels, central locking,

MOT and service history.
Good condition.

£975 ONO
Tel:01234 347229

CHRYSLER P.C
CRUISER

2001, MOT March, petrol,
2 owner. Recent exhaust,
full service history, clean

and tidy, drives well.

£795
Phone:

07850571753
Bedford

VOLVO V40 1.8
Automatic, 2000 W Reg,

82,000 miles, Full Service
History, MOT & TAX June

2013, with Towbar

£1,200 ONO
Tel: 01908 210275

07940 412359

MERCEDES
C220 SALOON

In tourmaline green,105K,
but well maintained.Good
looking comfortable and
lively car. MOT 31st July,

TAX 31st October

£1100 ONO
01234 771305

JAGUAR X TYPE
2.0, SPORT,

DIESEL TURBO
ESTATE

full leather, CD, traction
control, DSC, alloys, dog
guard, air con, etc, low

mileage, (117000) tax & mot

£3995
01234 352163
07902 248149

VOLVO V70 D5,
SE, DIESEL,

AUTOMATIC, 7
SEATER

estate, 2005, full leather, top
spec. ABS, DSC, traction
control. multi CD, cruise,

heated seats, alloys, etc. Tax,
mot, 155000 motorway miles

£4495
01234 352163
07902 248149

JAGUAR 2
LITRE SE

diesel, TAX, 1 year MOT,
FSH, recent service,
leather interior, good

condition.

£4500
07980157966

MERCEDES
5320

petrol,1999, private plate,
metallic blue, alloys,
leather interior, fully

loaded electrics. MOT and
TAX, excellent condition,

tinted windows, FSH

£3300 ONO
01234 297271
07979 991988

FIAT PUNTO
SILVER

DYNAMIC
53 Reg 2003, E/L, 5 dr,

Met Silver, 1.300CC, C/L,
MOT, PAS, Taxed, VGC,

88K, Facelift Model,
Service History

£1450 ONO
01234 297271
07979 991988

2011 HYUNDAI
i30 COMFORT
1.4 petrol, 5 door hatch,
metallic grey, FSH, one

owner. 7600 miles, show
room condition.

£7500
OVO

01462 812007

1993
VAUXHALL

ASTRA 1.6 GLX
AUTO

long MOT and TAX.

£375 ONO
07754826334

VAUXHALL
CORSA

1.0, 3 door, 67K miles,
MOT April, TAX

September, green.

£675
01234 766786

VW POLO
1998, diesel, serviced,

new cambelt, spare keys,
years mot, 6 months tax,

good runner

£895
01234 358145
07860 388898

(T)

2004 RENAULT
CLIO 1.2

8V,
3 door hatch, 80k, FSH,

MOT, silver,excellent
condition Bargain.

£1295
01234 402968 or

07548027666
TRADE

VAUXHALL
ASTRA H

silver, hatchback, 56
plate, 54k miles, FSH, TAX

and MOT. Excellent
condition interior and

exterior.

£4000 ONO
07596501981

2003
VAUXHALL

ASTRA CLUB
1,6, 5 door hatch, blue

metallic, MOT and TAX.
80K miles. A/C,CD, E/W,

very clean, FSH.

£1295
07906075039

MINI ONE
CONVERTIBLE
colour blue, 1600 cc, 65K
miles, just serviced, new
breaks, new clutch,recon

gear box. 12 months MOT
2 months TAX.

£5450 OVO
07526843390

P REG 1400
VW GOLF

5 door hatch, TAX and
tested, good condition. PX

to clear.

£495
Tel:

07548027666 or
07931737675

(TRADE)

CITROEN C2
1.4 CC DESIGN
06 reg (2006), 6 Months
Road Tax, Black, 3 Door,

PAS, CD Player, VGC, C/L,
6 Months MOT, 76K,

Service History

£2995 ONO
01234 297271
07979 991988

HYUNDAI
TRAJET

GSI 7 seater. 51
REG.Silver. A/C Radio CD.

Long MOT,Immaculate
throughout 92000

£1295
07887764060 NISSAN MICRA

red, low mileage, good
little runner. 5 months TAX

and MOT'd.

£350 ONO
07725445436

Land Rover
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Mercedes

Mercedes

Mini

MKMOTORSPOTS

Need a
Plumber?

find 1000’s of cars locally

For your next car find it at www.motors.co.uk/mknews

Nissan

Renault

Vauxhall

Vauxhall

Volkswagen

Volvo
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VISIT www.mk-news.co.uk/sport FOR THE MATCH RATINGS FROM LAST NIGHT

THE gaffer must have the patience of a
saint during this transfer window.

You can’t get hold of him on the phone
as he’s got agents, players, chairmans
and chief executives ringing him. But I
think he knows now which calls to
blank and which calls to answer.

Yet I bet no player he is chasing or
releasing will find themselves in the
bizarre scenario I did in 1982 when I
moved from Bristol City to Birmingham
City.

I was told Birmingham wanted to sign
me but because Bristol City were in
financial difficult I had to resign for
Newcastle, my former club, and then
straight away sign for Birmingham. I’m
still not sure exactly why but there were
financial implications. It was bizarre. I
ended up being signed by three clubs in
one day.

In those days you could sign or sell
anyone at anytime. I prefer that system.
The transfer window is exciting for the
fans and people on the outside but it
must be hard for lower league clubs who
are struggling for cash.

They would probably like to be able to
sell at any time while some would prob-
ably like to buy when they are short
because injuries.

There were also no agents involved in
my days as a player. A transfer was done
on the basis of a chat between club to
club or manager to manager.

You’d be at home and get the phone
call from the chairman to say someone
was interested in you and then you
decided if you wanted to go or not.
That’s the way it was.

It’s much more complicated now. It’s a
24-7 business. Karl is on the phone non
stop and he’s working very hard. He’s
full of life and deals with it very, very
well.

He makes the final decision on a play-
er but we do speak about players coming
in and players going out. The coaches
help in a small way in who we want to
bring in and let go and in shaping the
squad for the rest of the season.

But we are fearful of losing our better
players during this period. We believe
we have got some very good assets at the
football club.

Stephen Gleeson is the one who always
gets mentioned but there are six others
at the club who have impressed me and
who managers of most other clubs
would want.

It’s so important we keep them togeth-
er and hopefully get automatic promo-
tion. We’ve got to get out of this league
by hook or by crook but, to do that, we
must keep this squad.

MK Dons
assistant boss
MICK HARFORD
writes
exclusively for
MK News

MKSPORT SEND YOUR SPORT NEWS TO dan.palmer@mk-news.co.uk

Shaun Williams stepped up and
buried a finish past Stephen
Bywater into the top left corner to
give Dons the lead and the home
side should have had another pen-
alty just moments later.

Dan Powell was clearly tripped by
a trailing leg as he sprinted in on
goal and although he stumbled, he
made the wrong decision by not
going down and his close range
strike was parried away by Bywater.

A penalty wasn’t given afterwards,
prompting Robinson to vent his
fury on the sidelines - a clear dis-
play of passion for the fortunes of
his current employers.

Powell was booked for diving
against Bury on Saturday, which
could have had a baring on his
decision, but it was a big chance to
double the advantage before the

break lost. In the second half Gary
MacKenzie, making his first start
for Dons since hip surgery, saw a
bouncing header just held by
Bywater and Paul Corry volleyed
straight at Dons keeper David
Martin for the Owls.

It was a game of few clear cut
chances but a key second arrived
for the hosts thanks to Bowditch’s
crossed free-kick from the left
flank, which evaded everyone and
curled into the far corner.

It means a trip to QPR on January
26 for Dons, the same team who
ended their FA Cup progress in the
third round last year.

A 1-1 draw at stadiummk was con-
troversial as Heidar Helguson’s late
leveller for the Rs was offside, and
in the replay Dons were unlucky to
lose 1-0 after dominating most of
the game at Loftus Road.

“It would be nice to put one back
over them,” Robinson said.

The victory would have
delighted Robinson as he was
not happy after Saturday’s
game.

“Normally this is a fortress
and we need it back as a for-
tress,” Robinson said after the
1-1 draw with Bury.
Dons: Martin, Otsemobor,
Lew ington, MacKenzie
(Doumbe 72), Williams,
Potter, Bowditch (Chicksen
78), Smith, Lowe, Powell (Alli
87), Kay.
Unused subs : Doumbe,
Chicksen, Harley, Rasulo,
Ismail.
Sheff Wed: Bywater, Buxton,
Taylor, Semedo, Madine,
Johnson (Mayer 11) Mattock,
Pecnik (O’Grady 54), Lee
(Antonio 63), Corry, Llera.
Unused subs: Davies, Sidibe,
Jones, Coke.
Att: 6,786

QPR next up for Dons after
Wednesday are dumped out

FROM BACK PAGE

SAT CREWE (A)
JAN 26 QPR (A) FA Cup
JAN 29 YEOVIL (A)
FEB 2 BOURNEMOUTH (H)
FEB 9 OLDHAM (A)

FIXTURES

FOOTBALL

| Home | Away
Team P W D L F A W D L F A GD PTS

Tranmere Rovers 27 8 4 2 25 11 7 4 2 19 13 20 53
Doncaster 27 6 2 5 16 16 10 3 1 25 9 16 53
Brentford 26 8 3 1 21 11 5 7 2 17 12 15 49
Sheffield United 27 6 6 2 23 15 6 5 2 15 10 13 47
Swindon Town 26 7 4 3 30 8 6 3 3 17 11 28 46
MK Dons 26 8 3 3 22 13 4 4 4 16 13 12 43
Bournemouth 26 7 6 1 26 12 4 4 4 18 22 10 43
Yeovil Town 27 6 2 5 19 15 7 1 6 24 23 5 42
Crawley Town 27 6 3 4 22 19 6 2 6 14 20 -3 41
Crewe Alexandra 27 7 2 4 15 12 4 5 5 19 22 0 40
Stevenage 26 3 5 5 17 24 8 2 3 17 12 -2 40
Walsall 28 5 4 5 18 21 5 4 5 19 21 -5 38
Coventry City 27 3 5 5 19 17 7 2 5 25 18 9 37
Notts County 24 4 2 6 16 16 5 7 0 20 10 10 36
Leyton Orient 25 6 1 6 14 14 5 1 6 14 17 -3 35
Preston 27 3 6 5 17 17 5 4 4 18 17 1 34
Carlisle United 27 5 2 7 20 29 4 3 6 14 20 -15 32
Shrewsbury 28 5 6 3 18 15 1 6 7 13 20 -4 30
Oldham Athletic 27 3 3 8 13 18 4 3 6 14 20 -11 27
Scunthorpe 27 1 5 7 13 25 5 2 7 15 22 -19 25
Colchester 27 4 3 6 16 19 2 2 10 9 25 -19 23
Bury 27 2 5 6 12 19 2 5 7 15 23 -15 22
Portsmouth 26 3 2 8 14 17 2 4 7 15 27 -15 21
Hartlepool United 26 1 3 8 8 20 1 4 9 11 27 -28 13

LEAGUE ONE TABLE

Follow us to make
sure you get the
Dons news first and
fastest

@thisismknews

ON THE SPOT: Shaun Williams convertsPARTY TIME: MK Dons were left celebrating last night after booking their
place in the fourth round of the FA Cup. Pictures: Andy Handley
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HOCKEY
MILTON Keynes Ladies’ first team returned
to action with a 2-1 defeat against league
leaders Eastcote.

A few small mistakes from the visitors
saw them trail 2-0 at half time, but MK cap-
tain Sophie Reynolds pulled one back with a
fine strike from the edge of the D.

The result leaves MK eighth in South
League Division 3A, but it represents an
improvement after the same opposition beat
them, 6-0, earlier in the season.

Elsewhere, the seconds went down, 1-0,
to Reading and the thirds were beaten, 6-1,
by Gerrards Cross firsts, despite Pip
Thorne’s goal making it 1-1 at one stage.

The Mens’ first team returned to action
with a bad result as they lost 1-0 at home
to Eastbourne in the South Hockey League
Premier Divison - a score which leaves
them tenth out of 12 teams.

A lacklustre second team side lost 3-2 to
Banbury after Jack Luther and Paul
Hutchinson had struck to level the match.
MK Samurai clocked up a comprehensive
12-0 defeat over Maidenhead Boyne Hill.
The fourths drew 2-2 away at Aylesbury
thirds.

ATHLETICS
MK ATHLETIC Club’s Jasmine Finlay (F20)
narrowly missed out on an 800m medal at
the South of England Indoor Championships,
following a fourth-placed finish.

She came home in a time of 2:25.60s at
the Lee Valley Complex in London.

Over the same distance Oli Lum (M20)
was fifth in his heat in 2:15.79s while Maya
Jennings (F17) was fourth in her race in
300m race in 46:13s.

Meanwhile, the penultimate Chiltern Cross
Country League match in Luton saw MK
make up ground on leaders Bedford and
County with a superb overall win.

It means the club is in striking distance of
the overall title ahead of the final contest of
the competition in Wing next month.

CRICKET
BLETCHLEY Town Cricket Club are looking
for players at all levels for the forthcoming
season.

The club run three Saturday teams, one
Sunday team and one midweek team as
well as five junior teams. Nets start on
February 1.

For further details contact Jason Heenan
on 07763 121270 or Jason@Heenan.co.uk.

NETBALL
MOTHERS are being given the chance to try
netball or running for free.

For details of your nearest session phone
Development Community Coach Geri Moore
on 07964124783 for netball, or Milton
Keynes Running Activator Gareth Snelson
on 07738473174 for running.

SportSSHORTS

TEENAGE Lightning net minder
Jordan Hedley has been called
up to Great Britain’s prelimi-
nary Under-18 squad for April’s
World Championships – and has
given selectors a “headache”
with his performances.

The 16-year-old is one of 32
players to have been named by
coach Mark Beggs for the train-
ing camps in Sheffield and
Dumfries ahead of the Division
2A of the World Championships
clash in Estonia between March
30 and April 6.

“We find out at the end of
February if he is just a reserve
or if he will be travelling,”
Hedley’s father, Jez, said.

“At the last trial he was told he
was only playing for a reserve
spot but the letter we got last

week says his performances
recently have given them a
headache and said he is now in
contention to get the second net
minder slot, which would be
fantastic if it happens.

“He will still be a GB U18 next
season too so this selection
would be a year early.”

MK-born Hedley claimed a
shut-out and the man-of-the-
match award in Lightning’s pre-
season challenge game with
Telford Tigers this term, and he
regularly appears for the city’s
second side, MK Thunder.

His international recognition
comes after Lightning forward
Leigh Jamieson, who is also
from Milton Keynes, was named
in a 32-man preliminary Great
Britain senior squad ahead of

next month’s final qualifiers for
the Winter Olympics in Riga.

He will be hoping to break into
a final 22 for the matches
against hosts Latvia, France and
Kazakhstan in a four-team
group next month.

In November, he scored
against Romania in a 3-0 victory
at an earlier Olympic qualifier.

Great Britain went on to beat
Japan to secure their place in
the final round, a victory
described as the biggest result
since winning Olympic gold in
Germany in 1936.

“Both Jordan and Jaimo have
played their hearts out,”
Lightning player coach Nick
Poole said.

“Everyone is thrilled that their
efforts have been recognised.”

City teen receives GB opportunity
ICE HOCKEY

ICE HOCKEY

LIGHTNING skipper Adam Carr
says the squad still believe they
can win the English Premier
League title.

Player coach Nick Poole said
last week his players would need
to rely on results elsewhere if
they are to add to the champion-
ships Lightning claimed in 2004,
2005 and 2010, but Carr believes
it is still possible, despite the
team being 11 points adrift of
top spot.

“We still believe that we can do
it,” the captain said.

“There are 20 games to go and
hopefully we can make an
impact. If we can go on a bit of a
run then anything can happen.”

Lightning have to play league
leaders Guildford Flames four
times this season, as well as sec-
ond placed Basingstoke Bison
three times, which means there
will be plenty of opportunities to

make up ground on the league’s
top two.

“We don’t fear anyone in the
league and we can beat anyone
on our day,” Carr said.

“I think we just need to believe
in ourselves a bit more.”

The city side’s progress this
season has often been hindered
by injuries, meaning Poole has
rarely been able to call upon a
full strength squad.

Carr, however, refused to use
this as an excuse for the side’s
form during the campaign so
far, which has been frustrating-
lyinconsistent.

This weekend Lightning beat
bottom of the table Telford
Tigers 4-2 at home on Saturday
before a 3-1 reverse at Slough
Jets on Sunday – a third straight
weekend which featured one
win and one defeat.

“We have been too inconsist-

ent,” Carr said. “But despite our
injuries we still had a good
enough team to challenge for
trophies. We can’t use that as an
excuse.”

Ross Bowers gave Lightning
the lead against Telford in the
second period, but the visitors
struck back with two quick goals
to claim the lead.

Adam Brittle drew MK level
though and strikes from Nicky
Chinn and Blaz Emersic com-
pleted the victory.

Against Slough, Lightning took
the lead through Great Britain
forward Leigh Jamieson, but the
Jets struck back to win.

This weekend Poole’s men
have a home and away double
header with Swindon Wildcats.
Swindon v Lightning,
Saturday, 7pm
Lightning v Swindon, Sunday,
6pm, Planet Ice

Carr still believes
league is in sight

Positive vibes: Lightning skipper Adam Carr hopes the side can put a strong run together

BOBSLEIGH

SPRINTER Craig Pickering made his
Great Britain bobsleigh debut on
Saturday, just five days after he pushed a
sled on ice for the very first time.

The Milton Keynes athlete partnered
driver John Jackson in the two-man event
at a Bobsleigh World Cup meeting in
Königssee, Germany. The duo finished in
19th, a result they acknowledged was a
disappointment.

“It was a semi-decent day,” Pickering
said. “I would have liked to have pushed
quicker, but it was only my fifth and sixth
runs ever, so it could have been worse.”

Pickering, who was approached by
British Bobsleigh performance director
Gary Anderson about taking up the sport,
is hoping to win a place at next year’s
Winter Olympics in Sochi.

If he achieves his goal he will become
only the third British athlete to compete
at both a Summer and Winter Olympics
He was part of the 4x100m relay squad in
Beijing in 2008.

It would be a remarkable achievement
considering his first attempt at pushing a
sled on ice was last Monday.

Jackson, a former marine, was
impressed with Pickering’s work-rate.

“It was not the result we wanted, but
there a lot of positives to take from it,”
Jackson said.

“Craig has worked hard this week with a
lot more still to come.”

Pickering’s ambition is to make it into
the four-man team for Sochi, which has a
more realistic opportunity of getting a
medal than the two man.

Described by Anderson as being “per-
fectly suited” for the sport, the 26-year-
old has been brought in as sprinting is
key when it comes to getting the bob-
sleigh off to a fast start.

He is targeting a start of under five sec-
onds after times of 5.01s and 5.02s during
the two runs in Königssee.

“The aim is to try and enhance the
Great Britain squad, and to win a medal,”
he said.

Pickering in
at the deep
end on debut

Eleven in a
row for MK
MILTON Keynes maintained their fine
run of form by demolishing bottom of the
table Slough 78-0 in the Southern
Counties North.

City ran riot at Emerson Valley as they
recorded their 11th win in a row to secure
their grip on second place in the table,
two points behind leaders Grove.

The table toppers have won a game less
than Milton Keynes this season but they
top the pile because they have picked up
more bonus points.

Second would be enough for a play-off
spot but Ray Bray’s side will be aiming to
climb above Grove, who they have beaten
this season, in the coming weeks.

Their promotion bid was given a boost
by neighbours Olney, who beat third
placed Reading Abbey 19-12, thanks to
tries from Will Parkin and Jordan Letts.

Olney are fifth, and Abbey are now four
points behind MK.

In the South West 1 East, Bletchley went
down 36-27 to Salisbury at Manor Fields.

RUGBY UNION
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DONS made the fourth round of the
FA Cup for the first time in their
history after a fine 2-0 third round
replay win against Sheffield
Wednesday last night, but the talk
at stadiummk was about
Blackpool’s reported interest in
manager Karl Robinson.

The Seasiders, who have been
without a boss since Michael
Appleton left for Championship
rivals Blackburn Rovers last week,
are understood to have approached
Dons in a bid to secure 32-year-old
Robinson’s services.

Odds on him making the switch to
Bloomfield Road were as short as
2/5 yesterday evening as news of
Blackpool’s intentions broke just a
couple of hours before kick-off in
the cup tie.

After last night’s win he said he
was due for talks with
c h a i r m a n Pe t e
Winkelman about the
news and said he found
out about the link by
watching television.

“Whatever happens, I
think it’s fair that my
decision is made inter-
nally,” he said. “When I
speak to the chairman I’ll
know a little bit more.”

Such a move would
move Robinson closer to
his Liverpool home but
he is a manager who is
used to interest from
elsewhere and so far he
has remained loyal to

Dons. Regarded as one of the best
up and coming coaching talents in
the country, he has been linked
with the likes of Blackburn and
Crystal Palace in recent months but
so far nobody has been successful in
tempting him away.

He often speaks of his commit-
ment and passion for the promotion
dream being worked on at stadi-
ummk, giving the impression that
he intends to stay at the club for the
long term.

Last season he signed a new three-
year contract at the club he has been
at since May 2010 and at the begin-
ning of this campaign he unveiled a
new backroom team featuring Mick
Harford and Ian Wright.

Robinson’s men now face a round
four trip to Queens Park Rangers
who beat West Bromwich Albion 1-0
last night. The Dons replay, needed
because of a 0-0 draw at
Hillsborough first time around,

beat the freeze thanks to
undersoil heating at the
stadium being used for the
first time.

Some drama was needed
to liven up the contest
after a quiet opening and
referee Lee Collins obliged
on 27 minutes by awarding
the home side a penalty.

Owls defender Lewis
Buxton grabbed a handful
of Dean Bowditch’s shirt in
the area and the spot kick
was given despite the
winger staying on his feet.

TURN INSIDE

BY DAN PALMER
dan.palmer@mk-news.co.uk

Robinson set for talks
with chairman amid link

HAND SHAKE: Pete Winkelman congratulates Karl Robinson after last
night’s FA Cup third-round replay win. Picture: Andy Handley

McLeod and Lowe
to fight it out for
spot at the apex
of MK Dons attack
STRIKERS Izale McLeod and Ryan
Lowe will have to battle it out for the
same Dons shirt as manager Karl
Robinson will not change his system
to accommodate them both.

McLeod, who returned to stadium-
mk on a free transfer from
Portsmouth earlier this month, made
his second debut for the club on
Saturday as Dons were disappointing-
ly held to a 1-1 home draw by League
One strugglers Bury.

Robinson selected McLeod as the
spearhead of the attack, with Lowe
playing just behind in the manager’s
favoured 4-2-3-1 formation.

Having both forwards on the pitch is
not the long-term plan as Luke
Chadwick will be the player who sits
behind when he returns from a knee
injury next month.

“When Luke Chadwick comes back
they [McLeod and Lowe] will be fight-
ing for that position up front,”
Robinson said. “We won’t change our
system.”

The boss said McLeod, who hit the
post with a deflected effort against
Bury and should have scored with a
close-range effort, gave his side a dif-
ferent dimension.

“We’ve now got an outlet in and
behind,” Robinson said.

“He’ll be a key attribute for us in cer-
tain games, but there will be some
teething problem as players get used
to him.”

Three players have departed Dons
this week as the club makes room for
further new arrivals.

Charlie MacDonald has left stadium-
mk, with fellow League One outfit
Leyton Orient snapping up the striker
on a free transfer after his contract
was cancelled by mutual consent.

Jay O’Shea has joined League Two
Chesterfield and sub keeper Ian
McLoughlin has been loaned to
League One rivals Walsall until
February 9.

MK Lightning teen
in GB call-up for

World Champs
- page 67
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winger staying on his feet.
www.mk-news.

co.uksport

• Manager is an apparent target for Blackpool • Dons set up QPR FA Cup tie
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